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ABSTRACT 



> 

In the formulation of a listening program of symphonic 
music for the elementary school, rarely is thorough consider- 
ation given to the literary sources from which many musical 
works have been derived* The writer of this study believes - 
that the acquisition of the skill of listening intelligently 
to good music is dependent upon a knowledge of the source of 
the composer* s inspiration and that familiarity with the legends, 
myths, fairy tales, literary classics, other stories, and poems 
that have Inspired the writing of good music will Infinitely 
Increase the permanent benefits to be derived from each art form* 
In this study, equal emphasis was placed on the literary 
sources and their related musical works; and consideration was 
given to the appropriateness of the elementary school librarian* s 
assistance in formulating and carrying out the program of listen- 
ing lessons in symphonic music derived from literary sources* 

The primary purpose of the study was to select and compile 
listings of interrelated books, disc recordings and/or sound 
filmstrips which are allied with the musical and literary works 
cited in the study* Sound films and tape recordings are cited 
in some instances, bringing the study even more in keeping with 

the audio-visual approach to teaching* 

* 

* The inclusion of the title of a musical work was depend- 
ent upon certain determining factors: (1) suitability of the 
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music to the maturity level of elementary school children, (2) 
a source of the story or poem for children, (3) a source of a 
recording of the music, (4) analysis of the music* 

Bie four-fold intentions of the writer were accomplished 
by: (1) providing information and citing resources which may 
.prove to be of assistance to elementary school librarians, teach- 
ers of music, and classroom teachers in simultaneously foster ing 
an appreciation of good literature and music; (2) projecting 
ideas for the practical use of the study and suggesting ways in 
which it may be utilized in combining the teaching of musical 
and literary appreciation with the other arts and other areas cf 
the elementary school curriculum; (3) setting forth aims and 
goals which may be attained through utilization of the data and 
materials cited in the study; (4) furnishing indexes which afford 
accessibility to the data contained in the study. 

A certain format was followed in the organization of the 
data, which was collected from a wide variety of sources. The 
‘data was summarized, compiled, and related with the appropriate 
topics under six main divisions: Music Derived from (1) Legends, 
(2) Myths, ( 3 ) Fairy Tales, ( 4 ) Literary Classics, ( 5 ) Other 
Stories, (6) Poetry. Included within these divisions are the 
analyses of three types of symphonic music: (1) Descriptive 
Music, (2) Ballet, (3) Opera Overtures, Preludes, or other 
purely symphonic portions. 
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CHAPTER I 



THE NATURE OP. THE STUDY 



Who can estimate the effect on 
the mass mind of the world of the 
broadcasting of fine music and 
great thoughts? 

— H. de Vere Stagpoolo 
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THE NATURE OP THE STUDY 

Symphonic music is one of the arts which most vividly 
establishes a common ground of understanding between all 
cultures, and it is a ^language” children en.Joy when properly 
introduced to its meanings* 

In the formulation of a listening program of symphonic 
music' for the elementary school, rarely is thorough consider- 
ation given to the literary sources from which many musical 
works have been derived. Generally, emphasis is placed on a 
musical approach to these works with little attention being 
given to the legends, myths, fairy tales, literary classics, 

other stories, and poems on which these orchestral works .are 
based. 

In this study, equal emphasis is placed on the literary 
sources and the musical works which they inspired. The writer 
believes that familiarity with the literary sources that have 
inspired the writing of good music will increase the permanent 
benefits to be derived from each art form. 

1. ORIGIN AND BACKGROUND OP THE STUDY 

The present study is an outgrowth of a brief study, 
done in 1963, of some of the myriad works of symphonic music 
derived from stories and poems which are suitable for use 
with elementary school children in fostering an appreciation 
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of the music and the literature involved. This aspect is not 
specified in the North Carolina music curriculum guides. 

The brief study was done in the summer of 1963, as a 
project for a two-week workshop in "Interpreting Books to 
Readers,” conducted at Appalachian State University by Mrs. 
Mary Peacock Douglas, who not only suggested the subject for 
the study but also inspired the writers continued interest by 
demonstrating that an elementary school* s music and library 
programs can be interrelated. The writer found it to be an 
exciting revelation to learn that her background, training, 
and experience in teaching musical appreciation could be util- 
ized in her newly chosen career as a children’s librarian. 

The earlier study was predated by eleven years of interest in 
the subject of musical appreciation through the actual experi- 
ence of endeavoring to instill an understanding and a love of 
good music in the hearts and minds of the school children whom 
the writer had taught. 

Under the guidance of Mrs. Douglas, the earlier study 
resulted in a listing of eighteen titles of symphonic music 
written by some of the world* s most renowned composers who 
derived the ideas and inspiration for their music from various 
literary sources. In bibliographic form, books were cited in 
which the literary sources could be located; recordings of the 
music were listed; and specified, in some instances, were 
sound filmstrips which present both story and music at once. 



Due to the prescribed time allotted, the result of the 
earlier study was limited in depth and scope to the extent 
that no correlation of the music and literary sources was 
included; neither interpretation nor analysis of the musical 
works was offered; only a brief, one-quarter page explanation 
of the purpose of the bibliography was provided to aid in the 
understanding of its possible uses; and there was no particular 
design for the organization of the study other than the plan 

9 

for a partial listing of books, recordings, and sound film- 
strips pertaining to the titles of the symphonic works listed 
in the bibliography. 

This earlier study has been used by librarians and 
teachers in the Buncombe County Schools in western North 
Carolina, as well as in the Raleigh# North Carolina, City 
Schools • 

II. REVIEW OP RELATED LITERATURE 

Of foremost importance to the present study has been 
the effort to conduct a thorough, well- organized survey of 
pertinent literature, published from 1900 forward, in order 
to insure an exhaustive as possible collection of data for 
inclusion in Chapter IV of the study. 

\ 

Bibliographic sources . In the locating of literature 
related to the present study, several excellent bibliographic 



